Name ___________________________________     Period _________       _____/30 points

Rainforest Internet Worksheet
South America Unit
A large part of South America is covered by the Amazonia rain forest.  It is the home to many plants and animals found nowhere else in the world.  The forest is very sensitive to change and is not easily restored.  Deforestation “threatens vast numbers of plant and animal species in the Amazon...The Amazon basin contains some 1,300 plants that can be used in the treatment of a variety of illnesses…The government also encourages ecotourism, or tourism that encourages environmental awareness and has little effect on the ecosystem.”  Page 262-263
Find out more about the rain forest online as check out these websites…

Go to http://www.pbs.org/journeyintoamazonia/enter.html and find the following information.

Enter Amazonia

Amazonia is the world’s largest tropical rainforest, ___________ of ____________ remain undiscovered.  

What happened 15 – 10 million years ago?

How did it affect the Amazon River?

Compare the amount of water in Amazon to the Mississippi River.  The Amazon is _______ times the Mississippi in the amount of river __________ discharged into the world’s ___________. 

Water worlds
Seasonal snow melt in the _____________ creates a force ________ times more _____________ than the Mississippi.

What happens when snow melts and torrential rains fall?

Pick two of the animals and tell something that makes them unique.
2. 
Life on the Land
What does jaguar mean in Indian?

Where do jaguars live and when do they hunt?

How does an anaconda kill its prey?

When do vampire bats hunt?

Do vampire bats suck blood?

The Big Top
The canopy shelters the earth’s riches and most ________________  _______________.  99% of the __________________ in the soil do not reach more than _____________ into the soil.  

The forest floor is a living ___________ which prevents minerals and _________________ from being washed away and lost.  It is the most efficient ____________________ operation in nature.  If the ____________ layer of ________________ is removed, the system withers away and with it all the _______________  __________________.

The canopy is 9 times the size of ___________________.  It is home to millions of unstudied species.  Scientists believe the canopy may house __________ the world’s ________________.

Most intricate relationships in the rainforest are between ________________ & _____________.

Animals….
Harpy Eagle – (write an interesting fact)

Three-toe sloth – What lives on sloth hair?



      How fast does it travel?

Howler monkey – Why did the first explorers fear these monkeys?

Leaf-cutter ant – Compare what the ant does to a human’s activity
Macaw – What is ‘terra papagallum”?  

Powerful Plants
Why are trees important? (3rd paragraph) 

What products are derived from them?

Sacred Ground – 

What are the ‘original threats’ to the forest?

Two new threats are:


1.


2.



Why?
Draw and label a diagram of the rainforest.  Look at:  http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/rainforest/
One solution to destroying the rainforest is ecotourism.  See if you can successfully save the rainforest by completing an ‘Ecotourism Simulation Game’.  When you have completed the game write the results here.  Go to:  http://eduweb.com/amazon.html  

BONUS - 5 points
  How did the Amazon get its name? 
