Honors Geography for Life 
Mrs. Christensen 

E-mail: colleen.christensen@canyonsdistrict.org
http://mrs-christensen.weebly.com/
Dear parents-


Honors Geography is a rigorous course to help prepare you student for further honors and AP courses.  We will be studying geography basics such as climate, culture, religion, settlement patterns, ecosystems, etc.  We will also be taking map quizzes on specific areas of the world and doing current event articles.   Honors students should have completed a summer assignment (map packet and current events).
As this is an honors class, I have very high expectations for these students. Students must maintain at least a C (73%) and an S in citizenship each quarter to stay in this course. Their tests, quizzes, and projects will be more challenging. The various assignments will help develop reading, writing, and research skills; and at time cross the boundary into English, science, technology, and math.  Geography for Life is required for high school graduation. 
Citizenship: Be present! Be punctual!  Be prepared!  Participate! Be proper!  
Citizenship is part of a student’s grade.  Tardiness, poor behavior, unexcused absences, and referrals affect a student’s grade. Students will earn a ‘U’ in citizenship for things such as, excessive tardiness, referrals, or plagiarism.
Class Rules are based on the school wide behavior standard, UBI. 

Be punctual, prepared, and respectful of yourself and others
In the event that a student has problems beyond his control, the teacher may skip steps to deal with the situation, keeping in mind the best learning environment for the entire class. 
Discipline Procedures:
1.  verbal warnings 

2. Student stays after class 39 seconds
3. Student stays after class an additional 1 min. 16 sec. For a total time of 1 min, 55 seconds 

4. Think Time/Phone call or letter home
5. Referral to administration 
Absences: Union’s attendance policy regarding absences and work missed during absences will be followed. 

Make-up Work for Absence A student will be given the opportunity to make up work missed. It is the responsibility of the student to pick-up and complete any assignments missed because of absence. Check the class calendar for missed assignments or, talk to me before or after school to find out what you missed.  HOWEVER, if you were in class when an assignment was given and absent when it was due, it is due the day you return.  Assignments are still due by the end of the unit so check the day you return.  You have 2 days to turn in work you missed due to an absence when it was assigned.  Attach a make-up slip to the assignment. 

Truancy: Make up work for truancies will be accepted for reduced credit. 
NOTICE: We will, from time to time do projects that are due on specific dates. These may not be turned in late even for an excused absence. Of course, emergency situations will be taken into consideration. Please refer to the UMS Policy.

Late Work: Late homework is accepted for 2 weeks or until the end of a unit, whichever comes first.  Students may use a Late Assignment Pass to receive full credit until the end of the unit.  Assignments are not accepted for points after the end of a unit. Students are allotted 1 day for each day absent to get work in without penalty.  After 2 days it is considered late and will only be worth half credit. For work turned in late, I will enter in PowerSchool the score plus .01, signaling parents and students that the assignment was turned in late and not that the assignment was partially completed.
Grading Policy:  Always do your best! You are earning high school credits toward graduation.  Last minute, rushed, or incomplete work is not worth your time or mine.  Do not plagiarize, you will receive zero points on the assignment and your citizenship is automatically dropped. Do your own work!  
Grades are broken into three categories:  Assignments – Tests & Quizzes – Current events 
I use the following scale: 

93-100 A 

87-89 B+ 

77-79 C+ 

67-69 D+ 

0-59 F 

90-92   A- 

83-86 B 

73-76 C 

63-66 D 

BELOW 73% = LEAVE HONORS!



80-82 B- 

70-72 C- 

60-62 D- 

ZERO TOLERANCE… 

ABSOLUTELY NO USE OF CELL PHONES, or ELECTRONIC DEVICES! NO WARNINGS WILL BE GIVEN FOR THESE – THEY WILL BE TAKEN AND TURNED IN TO THE OFFICE.  
NO FOOD OR DRINK OR CANDY, ETC. IN THE CLASSROOM!  (Water bottles allowed) 

Students supplies:
· 3 ring binder with lined paper

· Dividers with tabs

· Black ink pen

· Pencil

· Colored pencils

· Highlighter

To see what we are currently studying and what assignments your student is currently responsible for visit my website at: http://mrs-christensen.weebly.com/       
If you have any questions, please e-mail me at:  colleen.christensen@canyonsdistrict.org, or phone the school.  
Thank you, 

Mrs. Christensen 

To view this document, link to my website: http://mrs-christensen.weebly.com/
STUDENTS!
PLACE THIS DISCLOSURE IN YOUR GEOGRAPHY NOTEBOOK!

Turn this page into the basket…





Geography for Life - Mrs. Christensen

Please complete and return this portion of the disclosure to Mrs. Christensen
Please print 

Student’s Name ______________________________________ Period _____
Parent/Guardian Name ___________________________________ 

Home phone number _________________ Name*/relation_____________________ 

Work phone number _________________ Name*/relation_____________________ 

Work phone number _________________ Name*/relation_____________________ 

                                                                   (*Name of person to whom I will be speaking) 

Parent e-mail address ________________________________________________ 

Student supply checklist (Check off if you have them or put a date you will have them): 
_____3 ring binder with lined paper

      _____Dividers with tabs

_____Black ink pen

_____Pencil

_____Colored pencils

_____highlighter

Video Permission…
As a conclusion to our study of Africa, South Asia, we watch the movie Gandhi.  It is rated PG and therefore requires parent permission.  Please indicate whether or not you are willing to allow your student to watch Gandhi with the class. A replacement research assignment will be offered to students who may not watch Gandhi.

_____ No, my student may not view the movie  



_____ Yes, my student may view the movie

____________________________________

    

 Parent signature

My student and I have read this document together and my student agrees to abide by the expectations stated. We understand that if the student earns less than 73% he/she will no longer qualify for the course.
__________________________________   _______ 

Parent                                                                      Date 

__________________________________   _______ 

Student                                                                   Date
Geography for Life is required for High School Graduation! 

