Five Themes of South America
Postcard Assignment

Due Date ________________






______/50 points
To better understand South America using the 5 Themes of Geography, each student will create five postcards. Each card will represent a different theme. You can review the five themes on pages 38-42 for more detail.
Location – Where is a place?  
· Absolute location

· Relative location

Place – What features distinguish it from other places

· Physical characteristics

· Human characteristics

Regions – a group of places with at least one common characteristic

· Formal regions

· Functional regions

· Perceptual regions

Movement – How do people, goods and ideas move from place to place?
Human Environment Interaction – How do people use the environment?

Instructions:

1 –Design 5 postcards, one for each of the Five Themes of Geography. 
2 – Each postcard will have…


Side 1 – color picture of the location



*Pictures can come from National Geographic magazines, calendars, internet, 



  or, be hand drawn.  NO stick figures! 

Side 2 – text, minimum 3 sentences, typed, giving information about picture and   


                relating it to one of the Five Themes of Geography

3.  Size – 4x6 inches (large index cards) or, 4 ¼ x 5 ½ inches (cardstock)
4. Possible topics:


Inca civilization/artifacts


tropical rainforests


Andes Mountains



Galapagos Islands


Lake Titicaca




Amazon River


Gauchos/pampas



waterfalls 

Festivals, Mardi Gras



Rio de Janeiro

Rio de la Plata



Atacama

Your choice ____________________

Machu Pichu
5. Class time will be given to research and work on the postcards but some of it will be homework!
Grading:   10 points/postcard.  5 points illustration, 5 points paragraph
EXAMPLE:  On the side of the card with your paragraph, you would write something like the following: 

Human Environment Interaction:

This picture of vertical climates shows how people in the Andes Mountain area grow crops depending on their elevation.  For instance, people living above 6,000 feet would raise potatoes because they grow well in the high elevation.  People living near sea level can grow bananas and other crops which require a long hot season.  People trade crops vertically!
