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Chapter 1 Section 2 – Reading Guide




Read pages 44-51 and answer the following questions…


Physical Characteristics

1. The ________, or center, of the earth consists of very hot metal,.  The _________ core is dense and solid, the ____________ core is molten, or liquid.  

2. Around the core is the ____________, a thick layer of _____________.  Scientists speculate that the mantle is about ____________ miles thick.  

3. The rocky surface layer is called the ___________.  It ranges from _______ to _______ miles thick. 

4. Geographers identify different parts of the earth’s natural environment in four categories, the ______________, __________________, __________________, and _______________.

5. The major types of landforms are _________________, _____________, ______________, and _________________. 

Physical Processes

6. Landforms are shaped first by ____________ ___________ that originate in the earth’s interior. 

7. _____________ form when magma breaks through the earth’s crust. 

8. Movements in the crust cause ____________ and _____________.

9. A large, sudden movement along a fault can cause an ________________.

Understanding the Past

10. The idea that the earth’s landmasses have broken apart, rejoined, and moved to other parts of the globe is ___________ ___________.

11. _________________ ________________ , the earth’s outer shell is not one solid sheet of rock. 

12. The plates are not ________________ in place, but slide over a flexible layer of the ____________.

13. The idea that there was only one continent 180 million years ago and that all continents have broken off that ‘supercontinent’ is _______________ ________________ ______________.

14. Rocks found on the ocean floor are ______________ than rocks found on the continents. 

15. Seafloor spreading is _________________________________________________________

16. Plates can ____________ apart, _____________ into each other, or ____________ past each other. 

17. Draw a diagram of the earth’s layers.

18. How do forces inside the earth affect its surface? ____________________________________

19. Describe how the following types of plate movement work:

Subduction __________________________________________________________________

Spreading ___________________________________________________________________

Converging __________________________________________________________________

Faulting _____________________________________________________________________

